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 ‘Strategies for Effective Writing’ Exercises
Assignment:  Answer the multiple-choice and true/false questions.  

1. When writing an article, it’s important to be precise and use concrete words. Therefore you should do the following (check all that apply):

a) Use jargon
b) Use measurement

c) Use quantities

d) All of the above

2. Based on the previous question, which sentence is preferable:

a) Per capita income rose slightly

b) Per capita income rose from 3% to 10%

3. In scientific writing, the use of passive voice is preferred over the use of the active voice.

True

False

4. Active voice carries the action (present time) while the passive voice carried the action (in the past).

True 

False

5. Which sentence reflects the active voice?
a) The specialists are studying possible causes of the disease.

b) Tests were conducted to identify the disease.

6. When writing for a particular audience in mind, it is ok to use jargon since your audience will understand what you mean.

True

False
Possibly
7. Which sentence(s) avoids acronyms – a form of jargon? (check all that apply)

a) The WMA revised its policies for the basic principles for all medical research.

b) The World Medical Association (WMA) revised its policies for the basic principles for all medical research.

c) The World Health Organization has released guidelines for treating H5N1.

d) WHO has released guidelines for treating H5N1.

e) The World Health Organization (WHO) has released guidelines for treating H5N1 (avian influenza).

f) WMA and WHO co-sponsored MDGs for H1N1, HIV, AIDS, and H5N1.

8.  When constructing a sentence, the strongest parts of speech are:

a) Verbs and nouns

b) Adjectives and adverbs

c) Verbs and adverbs

d) prepositions 

9. In scientific writing, the use of word contractions (don’t, we’ll) is not acceptable.

True

False

10. Based on the previous question, please select the correct sentence: (select all l that apply)

a) Scientists can’t come to an agreement on global warming and climate changes.

b) Scientists are not able to agree the effects of global warming.

c) Global warming shouldn’t dictate governmental policies changes on climate control.

d) I’ve come to the conclusion that global warming shouldn’t be a factor for extreme temperature changes.

e) In my opinion, global warming should not be a factor for extreme temperature changes.

11. In the process of writing do not ponder over words but aim to keep the flow of the article.

True

False

12. Why is it important to write in your own voice?

a) Expressing yourself will help you develop ideas more easily
b) There will be less grammatical mistakes

c) You will not have to edit or proofread your article

13. For the first draft of your article, it is better not to edit as you write. 

True

False

14. What is the sequence of the editing process?
a) Edit as you write your first draft so you will not have to rewrite the article

b) Give the paper to your colleague so they can edit your article

c) Read once without editing, read to edit, read out-loud

d) Read to edit, read out-loud, read to edit, re-read without editing

15. After you have written the article, you should only proofread one time.
True

False
16. If you still need to focus and organize the paper, you should not make corrections at the sentence and word levels.

True

False

17. It is important to take a break between writing, editing, and proofreading your article.

True

False

18. What is not a step for proofreading?
a) Review problem areas; read entire paper; read paper back to front; bottom to top

b) Read paper bottom to top; back to front; have colleague read the paper

c) Have colleague proofread your paper for you
d) Proofread quickly, use your own voice and do it without interruption

19. For each of the following phrase, use a single word or two words to convey the same meaning

PHRASE




BETTER

	in view of the foregoing circumstances
	

	are found to be in agreement
	

	has the capability of
	

	in adequate manner
	

	consensus of opinion
	

	fewer in number
	

	exact duplicate
	

	despite the fact that
	

	goes under the name
	

	on the contrary
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